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Document Set Three
Photograph, John Vachon, The Negro Labor Relation League organized a boycott against “Jim 
Crow dairies” in Chicago, July 1941
Library of Congress
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Document Set Three con't
A. Philip Randolph, “Call to Negro America to March on Washington for Jobs and Equal 
Participation in National Defense,” Black Worker, May 1941 (excerpt) 
 
Most important and vital of all, Negroes, by the mobilization and coordination of their mass power, 
can cause PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT TO ISSUE AN EXECUTIVE ORDER ABOLISHING DISCRIMINATIONS IN 
ALL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT, ARMY, NAVY, AIR CORPS AND NATIONAL DEFENSE JOBS.

Of course, the task is not easy. In very truth, it is big, tremendous and difficult.

It will cost money.

It will require sacrifice. 

It will tax the Negroes' courage, determination and will to struggle. But we can, must and will 
triumph.

The Negroes' stake in national defense is big. It consists of jobs, thousands of jobs. It may represent 
millions, yes hundreds of millions of dollars in wages. It consists of new industrial opportunities and 
hope. This is worth fighting for.

But to win our stakes, it will require an "all-out, " bold and total effort and demonstration of colossal 
proportions.

Negroes can build a mammoth machine of mass action with a terrific and tremendous driving and 
striking power that can shatter and crush the evil fortress of race prejudice and hate, if they will only 
resolve to do so and never stop, until victory comes.

Dear fellow Negro Americans, be not dismayed by these terrible times. You possess power, great 
power. Our problem is to harness and hitch it up for action on the broadest, daring and most 
gigantic scale.

In this period of power politics, nothing counts but pressure, more pressure, and still more pressure, 
through the tactic and strategy of broad, organized, aggressive mass action behind the vital and 
important issues of the Negro. To this end, we propose that ten thousand Negroes MARCH ON 
WASHINGTON FOR JOBS IN NATIONAL DEFENSE AND EQUAL INTEGRATION IN THE FIGHTING FORCES 
OF THE UNITED STATES.

An ‘all-out’ thundering march on Washington, ending in a monster and huge demonstration at 
Lincoln's Monument will shake up white America.

It will shake up official Washington. 

It will give encouragement to our white friends to fight all the harder by our side, with us, for our 
righteous cause. 

It will gain respect for the Negro people. 

It will create a new sense of self-respect among Negroes. 

But what of national unity?...”
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