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I think that some of the things about World War II…when we got overseas…in Italy. Black 
and white—we were all brothers. We all were a team. We relied on one another. And we for—
those guys forgot about their racist attitudes. And when the war ended and we came back 
to the States, the most amazing thing—I remembered this for the rest of my life—we were 
coming down the gang plank, getting off the boat.

Now there were more blacks on the boat ‘cause they brought our group back together. And 
they had a sign…at the bottom of the gang plank. Whites to one side, colored to the other 
side.

And I said…to myself, “This is some country. I’m fighting for democracy. And this is the first 
time I’ve even thought about… fighting for recognition as a first-class citizen in my own 
country. I was fighting for the democracy. And I had to fight for the right to fight. I thought 
America was a sick country. [laughs]”

One of the things, when the war ended, I thought I was going be a commercial pilot. I found 
out with all my experience…Black—there was no job for me. I had to go back in the service 
to continue to fly. Was the military career my first choice? No, but…flying was in my blood. 
It was what I wanted to do. And I think every time I left the service…I left the service in ’47, 
went to school. And after a year, my old commander, Colonel Davis, talked me into coming 
back into the Air Force. And so I went back again.

I helped integrate the Air Force in 1948. I was one of the first four Guinea pigs. You know 
[laughs] they had to send us out and they started…I think…there were three of them they 
sent to Scott Air Force base—right across the river from St. Louis.

You think they would send me there? 

No.

No, they sent me to Mississippi. Back to where I first went into service. Biloxi, Mississippi. At 
Keesler. And there were four of us. Five of us--no four of us. The first four that went there. 
Some of the guys got lucky and were sent out to California. Some sent to Arizona.

But, the four of us that were sent to Keesler—we had the biggest challenge. 

Combat veterans with no privileges off the base. 
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