Activity: “Bring home my lone babe”: The Investigation for Francis L. Raub | Handouts

Francis L. Raub: Investigation Files

Francis L. Raub Dental Records
Francis L. Raub Individual Deceased Personnel File, National Archives and Records Administration- St. Louis

These are Francis L. Raub’s dental records. All American
service members in World War Il received a complete

| dental examination. The U.S. Army kept dental records

| for identification purposes.

Photograph, Francis L. Raub, October 1, 1944

Indianapolis News

This photograph is of Francis L. Raub. It was taken
sometime between when he was drafted and when
he died on September 15, 1944. The Indianapolis
News published the photo on October 1, 1944 to
announce Raub’s death.
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Letter, Ella Robb to her member of Congress, October 22, 1945

Francis L. Raub Individual Deceased Personnel File, National Archives and Records Administration- St. Louis

Ella Raub, Francis"mother, wrote this letter to her member of Congress on October 22, 1945. That
Congressman expressed interest in the case, initiating the investigation by the U.S. Army.

Adj. General will you please grant this my last
request that my lone baby be returned to rest
in our family lot.

Sqt. Francis Raub

3509910 - A.P.0O.90.

Please,

I am 74 years old[,] a widow + he is our only
child. I've been sick a year and | want him
home so bad while | am here. Please help.

Mrs. Ella Raub Indpls, Ind.

God Bless you in your effort.
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Data on Remains Not Yet Recovered or Identified
Francis L. Raub Individual Deceased Personnel File, National Archives and Records Administration- St. Louis

This form contains a basic description of Raub’s physical characteristics. These will be important to
help identify the body.

293 FILE/ N3 e .
: o DATA ON REMAINS NOT YET REEDQED OR IDENTIFIED
NAME (Last, First, Middle Initial) GRADE PRESENT SERIAL
3 NUMBER
RAUB, Francis L. S/sgt 35 099 910
ORGANIZATION RACE CREED FORMER SERIAL
i ‘ NUMBER (If applicable)
Co, F, 357th Inf.Regt, 90 Inf.Div,
VWhite No rec,
DATE OF DEATH/MIA CAUSE OF DEATH . PLACE OF DEATH OR.PLACE LAST SEEN IF MIA
15 Sept 44 : Pierevillers, France while inve-
DATE OF FOD ) A o 7 stigating a farm house behin
: enemy lines :
HEIGHT WEIGHT COLOR EYES COLOR HAIR SHOE SIZE
51 g8 175 Lbs. Blue Light Red 10-1/2

90™ Infantry Division Unit Insignia
Wikimedia Commons

ABMCEDUCATION.ORG

American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day


http://abmceducation.org

Activity: “Bring home my lone babe”: The Investigation for Francis L. Raub | Handouts

Francis L. Raub: Investigation Files

Francis L. Raub Official Military Personnel File
National Archives and Records Administration- St. Louis

These are excerpts from testimonies given by soldiers who witnessed Ruab’s death.

“We sent Sargent Raub ahead to investigate a farmhouse. He was off to my left when |
heard a shot. | looked over and saw his glasses were knocked off and he had dropped. | hit
the ground. | then fell back to the woods where the unit was. We wanted to go back and get
him but the officers said it was too risky. We never did get back out there to check on him.”

-Soldier One

“l was observing Raub and two other soldiers advance through field glasses. They were
headed to the farmhouse to check for enemy soldiers. Raub fell and the others dropped
back. | continued to watch Raub for another ten minutes. He made no movements or any
other signs of life. The men wanted to return to him but it was too dangerous to send them
into sniper fire. Then, artillery shells rained down. We sent two French men to check the area
the next day they did not find anything. Then Germans retook the area for another 15 days.
By that point his body was lost.”

-Soldier Two

Photograph, Members of a tank destroyer unit use the shutters of a damaged building to camouflage their
gun as they set up in a position covering a road near France, September 11, 1944.
National Archives and Records Administration (111-5C-193111)

~
.
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Sworn Affidavits from Area Residents
Francis L. Raub Individual Deceased Personnel File, National Archives and Records Administration- St. Louis

These are sworn affidavits from locals who were in the area when the fighting occurred. One is from
the town’s mayor and another is from a local woman. Your team has conducted several interviews

like this and they all produced the same results.
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Body Recovery Number One

A body has been found near the area where Raub was killed. Here are the dental records of a body
found in the area. Examine them and compare them to Raub’s records.

ABMCEDUCATION.ORG

American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day


http://abmceducation.org

Activity: “Bring home my lone babe”: The Investigation for Francis L. Raub | Handouts

Francis L. Raub: Investigation Files

Body Recovery Number Two

A body has been found. This insignia was on the body’s uniform. However, it is missing a skull, thus
making identification by dental records impossible. It was also found several kilometers from here.
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Photograph, Wall of the Missing, Luxembourg American Cemetery
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Virtual Reality Credits:
Narrator: Alan Birkemeier
Ella Raub: Dr. Cathy Gorn
Soldier One: Chris Johnson
Soldier Two: Dr. Christopher Hamner
Mrs. Klinger: Kaat Vanderjeugt

Special thanks to:
The Ebell of Los Angeles

Bartholomew County Library’s Digital Underground
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