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Occupation Sources Packet: Source Five
“The first relocations have been executed [Die ersten Umsiedlungen bereits durchgeführt,]”  
Luxemburger Wort, September 19-20, 1942 
Bibliothèque nationale de Luxembourg

 
Historical Note: Consider that the German occupier 
supervised this newspaper.

Excerpts from the article translated into English:

Title: The first relocations have been executed

After the events of the past few weeks it has been 
noted that the population of Luxembourg has 
understood the transformation of the last two 
years and supports this with great majority…The 
few cases in which seduced national compatriots 
followed anonymous enemy-paid obscurants can 
not take away the unified attitude of the decisive 
majority. 

Today, the different nations of the German 
motherland are gathered under National Socialism 
and united to the greatest struggle of all time. The 
border areas must have the same unambiguous 
unity. The back of the border must be free and 

secure. Therefore, those living there should truly feel German and loyal to the Empire. All thought-provoking 
unreliable elements must reckon that they will be relocated to the interior of the Greater German habitat 
as part of the consolidation and securing of the border. The first relocation transports have already left 
Luxembourg in recent days.

As people of German blood, the resettlers will remain our people and will not become strangers delivered to 
Western folklore. Within the German habitat they have the opportunity in new surroundings to develop into 
loyal and valuable members of the German national community. For 2 years they had plenty of opportunity 
to do so. But they did not want to break away from their old chains. They did not bring with them the 
willingness to become a reliable link in the chain of the nationalist defenses in the West. They have reduced 
their national value to personal satisfaction, thus attesting that they can not make a positive contribution to 
the development in Luxembourg.

The resettlement, viewed in these circumstances, means only a safety and educational measure, which is to 
be understood from the Gauleiter's deep responsibility to the entire nation. Like all its actions, it is ultimately 
dictated solely by the constant concern for the welfare of the German people in Luxembourg and not an act 
of retribution or revenge. Nor is it a dishonest punishment, but it only takes place in order to save German 
nationals from being driven into them by the machinations of irresponsible, enemy-paid elements.

It is unavoidable for some that this will be felt heavy, but the responsibility for this falls back to those who, 
as wiretaps in the background, were willing to inflict harm on their own fellow citizens, thereby hurting 
themselves and all concerned badly. 
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