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Group D: Homefront Experience Materials

Directions: Using the primary sources below, learn about the experiences of families who received letters
home from the military regarding their loved ones. After exploring these sources, you will write a letter from a

soldier’s family member to the U.S. government explaining how you want your loved one to be remembered.

Letter, Major General J.A. Ulio to Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Brown, August 28, 1944

Individual Deceased Personnel File, National Archives and Records Administration - St. Louis

AG 201 Brown, Donald E,
PC.N TT0O166 28 August 1944

Mr, and Mrs, Andrew J, Brown
R, F, D, 4
Thompson, Iowa

Dear Mr, and Mrs, Brown:

It is with regret that I am writing to confirm the
recent telegram informing you of the death of your son, Private
Donald E, Brown, 37,190,660, Infantry, who was killed in action
on 28 July 1944 in France.

I fully understand your desire to learn as much as
possible regarding the circumstances leading to his death and I
wish that there we e more information available to give you., Unw
fortunately, reports of this nature contain oyly the briefest
details as they are prepared under battle conditions and the means
of transmission are limited.

I know the sorrow this message has brought you and it is
my hope that in time the knowledge of his heroic service to his
country, even unto death, may be of sustaining comfort to you.

I extend to you my deepest sympathy,

Sincerely yours,

J, &, ULIO
Major General,
The Adjutent General,
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John F. Kennedy, Remarks at East Coast Memorial to the Missing at Sea Dedication, New York, May 23, 1963
John F. Kennedy President Library and Museum (JFKPDF-044-026-p001)

NEW YORK WAR MEMORIAL .. /-

We meet at a moment of dedication.
Inscribed upon these slabs of stone
are the names of those who two decades
or so ago gave their lives, and now
sleep beneath these waters, in order
that freedom might live and that
free men and women might sleep more
securely at home. They came from
every state of this grateful Union
whose life they saluted in death.
They belonged to every branch of the
American Armed Forces whose honor

they nobly served.

The cost of freedom, we have had cause
to remember lately, has always been
high -- but Americans have always

been willing to pay it. And our
generation of Americans knows that

we can never repay the staggering debt
which we the living owe to those who
died in arms save by holding
undiminished the ideals for which
they lived and died.

If all men and nations can read
that message here, if friend and foe
alike can see that these massive
monuments are made of untarnished,
enduring greatness as well as granite,
then the mournful loss of these brave

men will not have been a waste --
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No stone or cross can mark the
place where these men fell for
freedom. No wreaths can be laid by
kin or friend on the graves of those
lost or buried at sea or simply
missing in action. But their
sacrifice was no less than that of
those who rest in the grandest
military cemetery or at the site of
vast battle monuments -- and these
simple memorial stones, therefore,
insure that their names and their
valor will n€%;; be forgotten by ;Ei
who cherish freedom. Their
fellow-countrymen, their friends and
their bereaved families will find here

engraved in granite --
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the last World War will truly be
the last world war --
war nor the threat of war,
neither injustice nor the denial
of justice, will ever blight the

planet Earth again.

and neither

For Franklin
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abreast of the Statue of Liberty --
the names of those who endured all
and gave all for the preservation
of likerty but have no known graves
to be wreathed.

But these great tablets tell
more than the names and states
of those we honor today. They remind
every citizen and every nation of
what freedom means to America -- of
the tragic cost we have paid to keep
that freedom alive -- and of our
undying determination today to make
certain that the sacrifice of these

young lives was not a hopeless gesture.
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on behalf of the United States
of America, | dedicate this memorial
in proud remembrance of the valor
of her sons and in solemn tribute

to their final sacrifice.

# #

Roosevelt described the goal of those

who fought and died and are honored

today in these simple words:

than end to war, we want an end to

the beginnings of all wars."
Therefore, as President and
Commander-in-Chief, ever mindful

of our obligation to their cause

and our devotion to their memory,

Private Donald E. Brown Fallen Hero Profile and Eulogy
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