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Activity: You’ve Got V-Mail! The Role of Letters and Communication in World War II | Handouts

Group C: Homefront Experience Materials
Directions: Using the primary sources below, learn about the experiences of families who received letters 
home from the military regarding their loved ones. After exploring these sources, you will write a letter from a 
soldier’s family member to the U.S. government explaining how you want your loved one to be remembered.

 
Letter, Major General Thomas B. Larkin to Mrs. Barbara N. Vrtatko, January 15, 1948 
United States Department of the Army
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Disposition of World War II Armed Forces Dead, 1946 
United States Department of War
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Film, Decision (1946)
National Archives and Records Administration
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_TVuqaEinlM

Secondary Sources
Private First Class James Vrtatko Fallen Hero Profile and Eulogy
ABMC Education
https://abmceducation.org/understandingsacrifice/soldier/james-vrtatko
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