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Cemetery Sources Packet: Source One
"The Cemetery of Hamm [Le Cimetiere de Hamm]," L’Union, 1946 
Luxembourg American Cemetery Archives 

Excerpts from the article translated into English:

Despite the rainy weather during the 
months of July and August they were 
able to register over 10,000 persons per 
week, of which a great number were from 
Luxembourg; who always visit to put 
flowers on the headstones.

Of the 8,400 headstones almost 4,000 
have been adopted by Luxembourgers. 

According to Colonel Davis, the 
administration found a lot of financial 
support from the officials and businesses 
of Luxembourg. Mr. John J. Ernester, 
executive secretary of the Chamber 
of Commerce of the United States in 
Luxembourg helped greatly by assisting 
in the organization of the ceremonies 
which requested the presence of 
Luxembourg organizations. The excellent 
Memorial Day program was in big part 
thanks to his efforts.

 The beautiful flower beds in the 
cemetery of Hamm, which are some 
of the most beautiful in Europe, were 

arranged with the advice and help of Mr. Alph. Beffort, senior gardener in charge of the city of 
Luxembourg. Thanks to him and to the generosity of Mr. Nicolas Anzia, president of the Fédération 
Horticole Professionnelle Luxembourgeoise, who donated a magnificent selection of rose bushes to 
the cemetery.

A big number of mechanics from Luxembourg-City also delivered material for the cemetery.

 The friendly relations between  the authorities of the cemetery and the peoples from Luxembourg, 
were forged by his Excellency, Mr. George P. Waller. In his capacity as Chargé d’Affaires of the United 
States to Luxembourg, Mr. Waller took note of the Luxembourgers and the devotion they have 
towards the military cemetery. 
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Cemetery Sources Packet: Source Two
R. Warren Davis, Report by the Superintendent of Luxembourg American Cemetery, 1950-1960 (excerpt) 
Luxembourg American Cemetery Archives  
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Cemetery Sources Packet: Source Three
Map, Luxembourg American Cemetery (property register), c. 1948 
Luxembourg American Cemetery Archives  
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Cemetery Sources Packet: Source Three
Map, Luxembourg American Cemetery, March 21, 1951 
Archives Nationales Luxembourg (AE-07963)  
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Cemetery Sources Packet: Source Four
Letter from the Director of Public Health, May 8, 1950 
Archives Nationales Luxembourg (AE-07963) 
 

Excerpts from the letter translated in English:
 
Returned to the minister of Public Health with the following advice:

The construction of the American military cemetery of Hamm has caught the attention of the technical 
services of the Public Health department, since the cemetery is located in the zone of origin of one of the 
most primary potable water resources for the city of Luxembourg (Water source of Pulvermühl). 

For security reasons this source has been deviated and has been under observation for two years. No 
complaints were confirmed. 

With this in mind I would like to formulate a condition in case of future constructions which might be 
executed at the military cemetery. Deep constructions should be avoided (e.g. drilling, lost wells, etc.) which 
might infect the underground water surface. 

To obtain this guarantee, the following phrase should be added to Article II of the Agreement:

“For deep drillings executed for whatever reason the American authorities will demand the opinion of the 
Luxembourg authorities in charge.”

Otherwise I don’t see any other difficulty in relationship to the public health. 

Luxembourg, May 8, 1950. 

Signed the director of Public Health
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Cemetery Sources Packet: Source Five
Brochure, Luxembourg American Cemetery, 1950s (excerpt) 
Luxembourg American Cemetery Archives 

 

 
 
Context: Pictures of a local tradition which started in 1945. After the Sunday of Passion (Palm Sunday) in 
church, locals go to the American military cemetery to pay their respects to the American soldiers. 
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