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Birth Certificate of the Civil Rights Movement Rubric 
Advanced Proficient Basic Emerging

Examples of 
adversity

Includes four or 
more examples of 
race-related obstacles 
or adversity African 
Americans faced during 
World War II

Includes three 
examples of 
race-related obstacles 
or adversity African 
Americans faced during 
World War II

Includes two examples 
of race-related 
obstacles or adversity 
African Americans 
faced during World 
War II

Includes one example 
of race-related 
obstacles or adversity 
African Americans 
faced during World 
War II

Examples of the 
fight against 
adversity

Includes four or more 
steps African Americans 
took to overcome 
race-related obstacles 
or adversity during 
World War II

Includes three steps 
African Americans 
took to overcome 
race-related obstacles 
or adversity during 
World War II

Includes two steps 
African Americans 
took to overcome 
race-related obstacles 
or adversity during 
World War II

Includes one step 
African Americans 
took to overcome 
race-related obstacles 
or adversity during 
World War II

Connecting World 
War II to the Civil 
Rights Movement

Includes four or more 
connections between 
African Americans’ 
wartime efforts to 
overcome race-related 
obstacles or adversity 
and their efforts 
during the Civil Rights 
Movement of the 1950s 
and 1960s 

Includes three 
connections between 
African Americans’ 
wartime efforts to 
overcome race-related 
obstacles or adversity 
and their efforts 
during the Civil Rights 
Movement of the 1950s 
and 1960s 

Includes two 
connections between 
African Americans’ 
wartime efforts to 
overcome race-related 
obstacles or adversity 
and their efforts 
during the Civil Rights 
Movement of the 1950s 
and 1960s 

Includes one 
connection between 
African Americans’ 
wartime efforts to 
overcome race-related 
obstacles or adversity 
and their efforts 
during the Civil Rights 
Movement of the 1950s 
and 1960s 

Mechanics Include zero to two 
errors related to 
spelling, grammar, 
punctuation or 
capitalization

Includes three to 
four errors related to 
spelling, grammar, 
punctuation or 
capitalization

Includes five to six 
errors related to 
spelling, grammar, 
punctuation or 
capitalization

Includes seven or 
more errors related 
to spelling, grammar, 
punctuation or 
capitalization
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